Pope Clement XI on 22 May 1714.' Lancisi's own library was added to the rather small existing library of Santo Spirito, which had been founded in the early seventeenth century.3 It seems to have flourished and increased in size for a time, but later failed to keep pace successfully with the development of the medical sciences and could not maintain its position as an outstanding medical research library.' What is more, it apparently was unable to make the transition from a working medical library to one primarily concerned with the study of the history of medicine; by the nineteenth century, it was all but forgotten by scholars and historians of medicine. This seems evident from the fact that so distinguished and so thorough a scholar as Luigi Amabile5 was unaware of its important holdings in an area of research in which he *1 should like to thank the Wellcome Trust for awarding me a Research Grant which made possible the research upon which this paper is based. Further results of the research will be communicated in future papers. My study at the Biblioteca Lancisiana was aided in a number of ways by Aw. Luciano Tului, Sig. Angelo Palna, and Dott. Paolo Sipala, and I am most grateful to them. 1 On the Lancisiana and its history see esp. Amato Bacchini, La vita e le opere di Giovanni Maria Lancisi (n. 1654+1720), Rome, 1920, pp. 71-86; Annuario delle Biblioteche Italiane, 2nd ed., Rome, 1956-59, vol. 3, pp. 112-13; and Pietro deAngelis, Giovanni Maria Lancisi, La Biblioteca Lancisiana, L'Acdmia LancIskma (nel 250°anno difondione), Rome, 1965, pp. 
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Texts and Documents had an immensely detailed knowledge. In the twentieth century several scholars who have worked on Lancisi himself have made use of the library,6 but those such as Ducceschi,7 Spampanato,8 and Adelmann,9 who have utilized some of the manuscripts there for other purposes, are the exception rather than the rule. As we shall see, a good deal of relevant and important manuscript material in the Lancisiana has not yet been properly studied.
Hopefully, the present article will serve to make some of the holdings of the library better known and an increased interest in the collection on the part of scholars throughout the world will, in turn, encourage the authorities of the library itself to provide a better range of services to those who research there. We cannot, of course, call attention to all of the important manuscript holdings of the Lancisiana in one brief paper, but we shall attempt to give some indication of the sort of thing which the scholar might expect to find in the collection.
As might be anticipated, given the history of the library, the most important manuscript collections are from the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. And, indeed, a large proportion of these contain materials relating to two important Italian medical writers of the period, Marco Aurelio Severino (1580-1656) and Lancisi himself. Of these two men we shall say more below, but let us first say something of the collection in general and of some of the earlier manuscripts preserved there.
As is the case with so many other important manuscript collections throughout the world, that of the Lancisiana has never been properly catalogued. 
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Texts and Documents seem to be perhaps the most important.'6 From the point of view of general interest the most noteworthy is probably MS. 328, the Liber fraternitatis Sancti Spiritus, which contains the signatures of many eminent visitors and benefactors to Santo Spirito, beginning with Pope Eugenius IV in 1446 and continuing down to the Italian nobility of the twentieth century."7
The sixteenth-century holdings are somewhat more extensive.'8 For example, there are four manuscripts of works by Girolamo Mercuriale (1530-1606),19 one of the most eminent figures in Italian medicine during the second half of the sixteenth century. These must be taken into account when someone finally undertakes a comprehensive study of Mercuriale and his significance.20 There is also a medical manuscript of Antonio Musa Brasavola (15001555) Of the large number of seventeenth-century manuscripts in the Lancisiana the seventy-seven volumes34 pertaining to Marco Aurelio Severino35 are undoubtedly the most important. Here are collected an enormous range of medical, scientific, philosophical, and literary works, as well as the very extensive correspondence of one of the dominant figures of early seventeenth-century Italian medical thought. These form a significant complement to go with the already substantial list of his published works. Among the manuscript volumes is preserved a very large portion36 of the material necessary for a full-scale study of Severino, who was a figure of truly international repute and importance in seventeenth-century bio-medical thought. Indeed, in the Lancisiana we find a variety of Severino's works which, when studied, will show him to be a much more significant figure than previously realized. Secolo XVIII, Rome, 1925 -1928 
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Texts and Documents himself and completed after his death by his close friend Johann Georg Volckamer (1616-1693)7-than we find in the abbreviated printed version, which has been the foundation of all later biographical writings about him.88 There is also a copy of Severino's vernacular defence of his own methods of medical practice, n medico a rovescio,83 previously considered to have been lost.'0 Leaving aside the many other volumes of Severino's papers, which not only shed light on Marco Aurelio as an individual, but also give a detailed picture of medical practice in Naples in the first half of the seventeenth century and indicate the range of interests and activities of a successful physician of the time, let us briefly turn to his correspondence. In all, there are twelve volumes of letters,'1 divided between those he received and copies of those which he sent, in addition to various individual letters spread throughout other volumes of his papers. Ducceschi pointed out nearly a half-century ago the importance of the material to be found there, but thus far only Spampanato, in his above-mentioned edition of Campanella's Lettere, seems to have actually made use of it. Here I can only urge scholars concerned with seventeenthcentury intellectual history to look into Ducceschi's helpful, but far from complete, inventory,4' and then to delve into the manuscripts themselves in search of important unstudied material in their fields of interest.
Among the letters are some which should be of particular concern to readers of this journal and which Charles Webster and I plan to publish in the near future. These are the letters which passed between Severino and five English medical contemporaries. Only the most significant of the five, William Harvey (1578-1657), is mentioned by Ducceschi." The Severino-Harvey correspondence is of some importance, for of all of the great figures in the history of science, Harvey was one of the least prolific and the quantity of his output pales in comparison to that of Galileo, Descartes, Huygens, Newton, or other contemporaries. Therefore, any addition which can be made to the known corpus Harveianwn is ofimportance. In MSS. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 30, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70,  York, Karger, 1967, pp. 59-69, 350. 293
Texts and Documents The volumes of Severino's letters also contain correspondence with George Ent (1604-1689),47 John Houghton (1608-after 1650), 48 Richard London (c. 1603 -after 1646 , 49 and Samuel Remington (1609-1638) .50 These letters we also plan to edit in the near future. When this material has been published and more fully studied, it should enable us to establish more clearly the importance of the intellectual relations between Italy and England during the first half of the seventeenth century, particularly with reference to medicine.
The Lancisiana contains also three manuscripts5l of Marcello Malpighi (1628-1694), the most important of those who took up Severino's lead in the development of the science of comparative anatomy.52
Of the eighteenth-century manuscripts in the Lancisiana, in addition to the seventy volumes pertaining to Lancisi himself and obviously better known to historians than most of the other material in the library,53 there are also manuscripts of other eminent figures, including Herman Boerhaave (1668 -1738 ."
This brief notice by no means exhausts the manuscript collection of the Lancisiana and I have said nothing of the printed books to be found there, the library being particularly rich in sixteenth-, seventeenth-and eighteenth-century items.55 Nor have I made an endeavour to be complete in commenting on the items which I have mentioned, but have merely tried to indicate that the Lancisiana is a library in which much further material of interest to scholars in the history of medicine and the history of science is to be found. It will, of course, take years to study all of these manuscripts, but the task should prove to be worthwhile and will undoubtedly contribute to a fuller comprehension of various aspects of medical history of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries.
